
 

 

LWEFC - November 2018 
 ARE YOU READY FOR SOME FOOTBALL? 

Men’s Ministry 

Football, Food and Fellowship 

Graceway Church  

Thursday, November 15, 6-9pm 

Featuring Jared Abbrederis (Former 

UW & Packer Player) 

Brats, Burgers, Beans, Salad, Dessert 

& Drinks 

$7.00 per person/Prize drawings at 6:30pm, 7:20pm and 9pm 

The Lodi Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be 
held on Tuesday, November 20th, 
beginning at 7 pm.  This year we will 
gather to give thanks as a  
community at Lodi United Methodist 
Church.  There will be a specific    
offering taken which will be divided 

between Reach Out Lodi and the Blessings in A Back-
pack program. Pastor Cyndi Wunder from First  
Presbyterian will be preaching.   

Still time to get your Operation Christmas Shoebox  
Shoeboxes are still available in the lobby (due back next 
Sunday, November 11.)  If you have any questions, please 
call Audrey Messinger at 592-6869. 
In 2016 We Donated 144 Boxes 
In 2017 We Donated 149 Boxes 
This Year’s Goal...155 Boxes!!!! 

Free Chili Dinner - Wednesday, November 14 
Come on out for a free chili dinner on Wednesday, November 
14, starting at 5 pm and ending at 6:15 pm. Youth will be serving 
vegetarian and meat chilies and toppings as well as bread and 
salad. All are welcome and all donations will help reduce the cost 
for students attending the Districts Youth. 



 

 

Jesus Wants More 
Sometimes I wonder what it would be like being a Christian in 

another part of the world. It is relatively easy being a Christian in the 

U.S. because we don’t face the persecution Christians face in other   

nations and we have pretty comfortable lives. Just about anything you 

want or need is available to you in America. And credit cards and bank 

loans make it all too easy to make purchases on a whim. If you think 

you need it, you can get it most likely within a week! It’s kind of crazy 

when you stop to think about that for a moment. Unfortunately, this 

comfortability has bled into our Christianity and influenced how we act 

and live as Christians. We can muster getting up every Sunday for a 

worship service and we might even be able to make volunteering on a 

Wednesday night or being part of a small group a priority. Those things 

don’t mess with our comfort too much…I mean the Packers don’t play 

till the afternoon anyway so no problem there. 

 

But the fact of the matter is that Jesus isn’t interested in us   

having comfortable lives here on earth. In fact, he repeatedly and      

explicitly seems to tell us quite the opposite. In Luke 9:23 Jesus tells his 

followers that they must “deny 

themselves and take up their cross     

daily.” Jesus told people who   

wanted to follow him that they 

must be willing to give up wealth, 

family, status and anything else 

they might be holding on to if they 

were to be his disciples. Those weren’t easy things to hear and resulted 

in a lot of people turning away from Jesus. Taking up your cross daily 

doesn’t really impact us today like it would have  impacted Jesus’       

audience. The cross was an instrument of torturous death. It was       

excruciatingly painful and the suffering someone endured dying on a 

cross was immense. Jesus called his followers to die to  themselves and 

their desires and comforts if they wanted to truly follow him. 

       Con’t 



 

 

Jesus  Wants More, con’t 

 

In high school youth group, we have been going through a series 

called Not A Fan by Kyle Idleman. Kyle points out that Jesus wasn’t  

looking for people to be his fans; Jesus wanted totally committed       

followers. As Americans, we all struggle living out what Jesus has called 

us to do. It is hard to give up comforts for the sake of Christ. It is hard to 

make sacrifices, to endure suffering and pain, and to die to our own  

desires in order to follow Jesus. But it is what we are called to do. We 

have to stop being fans of Jesus and become dedicated followers. We 

have to make Jesus our first priority, above sports, television,              

accumulating wealth, video games, movies, phones, social media….etc. 

Don’t let the comforts of this country keep you from taking your eyes 

off of the country God calls us to live for. “Set your minds on things 

above, not on earthly things.” – Colossians 3:2 

Let’s stop being just fans of Jesus and start being followers. 

Pastor Daniel Sjogren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 7 – Districts Deposits Due 

November 14 – Chili Dinner Youth Fundraiser 

November 22 – Turkey Bowl @ Lodi High School 

December 7 – High School Church Lock In 



 

 

 Mon Tue Wed
 
 

   

4  
9:35a Science & the 
Bible 
The Farm Hands 
Band 2:00 pm 
Youth Group @ 6 

5 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6 
6:30pm Men’s Book 
Study 

7  
9:30a Mom’s Group
9:30a Precepts
6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 
Youth  

11 

Christmas 
Shoeboxes Due 
Back Today 
9:35a Science & the 
Bible 
Youth Group @ 6:30 

12 
6:30am Trustee 
Team 
 

 

13 
6:30 Elder Meeting 

14 
9:30a Precepts
5:00 Chili Dinner
6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 
Youth  

18 
Holy Communion 
9:35a Science & the 
Bible 
Youth Group @ 6 

19 
 

20     7 pm Lodi 
Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving  
Service-UMC 

21 
9:30a Mom’s Group
No Awana or Middle 
School Youth Group
 

25 
9:35a Science & the 
Bible 
No H.S. Youth Group 

26 
 
 

27 28 
6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 
Youth  

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 
8:30-9:30am 1st Service Worship  10:15-11:15am 2nd Service Worship 

9:30-10:00am Coffee Fellowship  10:15-11:15am Sunday School 

Sunday 



 

 

   

November 2018 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 

 

 

9:30a Mom’s Group 
9:30a Precepts 
6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 

8 
 

9 

 
10 
7:30am Men’s  
Breakfast 
6:30pm War Room - 
Movie Night/Everyone 
Invited 

9:30a Precepts 
5:00 Chili Dinner 
6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 

15 
10am OUR HOUSE 
6-9pm Men’s  
Football Party at 
Graceway Church 

16 

 
17 
 

9:30a Mom’s Group 
No Awana or Middle 
School Youth Group  

 23 
 

24 
5:00pm 2nd Service 
Worship Practice 

 

6:30p Awana 
6:30p Middle School 

29 30  

11:15am 2nd Service Worship 



 

 

Church Movie Night 
Saturday, November 10 at 6:30p 

With great jobs, a beautiful daughter and a 

dream house, the Jordans seem to have it all.      

Appearances can be deceiving, however, as  

husband Tony flirts with temptation and wife          

Elizabeth becomes increasingly bitter, crumbling under the strain 

of a failing marriage. Their lives take an unexpected turn for the 

better when Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss Clara, who  

encourages the couple to find   happiness through prayer.  
 

This is a movie many have seen and highly recommend. 
 

  “Even though we’ve seen it before,  

my husband and I can’t wait to see it again.” 

Kids Movie Night 
Saturday, November 10 at 6:30p 

Robotics prodigy Hiro lives in the city of San 

Fransokyo. Next to his older brother, Tadashi,  

Hiro's closest companion is Baymax, a robot 

whose sole  purpose is to take care of people. 

When a devastating turn of events throws Hiro 

into the middle of a dangerous plot, he  

transforms Baymax and his other friends, Go Go Tamago, Wasabi, 

Honey Lemon and Fred into a band of high-tech heroes.  

Erick and Elissa Lettner 
Serving with CRU 

 
 We have missed seeing Erick & Elissa this past summer.   
Recently Elissa’s grandmother’s cottage, near the ferry landing was 
sold and so they are not in the Lodi area during summer as much as 
they used to be.  We miss them and they miss us. 
 
 Erick & Elissa have served CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ) 
for 25 years, and the last 18 years have been working on the Milwaukee 
area college campuses, serving UW-Milwaukee, UW-Parkside,       
Marquette and UW-Waukesha (185,000 students.)            con’t 



 

 

Erick & Elissa Lettner, con’t 
 
 With the start of each school year, Erick and Elissa mainly   
focus on meeting the thousands of students, handing out questionnaires 
and connecting with those who want to know more about CRU and 
spiritual matters.  They have leadership retreats where they connect 
with student leaders to teach them how to connect with incoming     
students so they can set up weekly meetings and bible studies.  College 
freshman are trying to find their place on campus and CRU wants to 
help them make sound, spiritual decisions.  This involves many meet-
ings for Erick and Elissa to make sure things are progressing the way 
they should.  They plan retreats and special events on campus to bring 
the Gospel to the students, get students involved in fellowship with 
Christian groups and small group Bible studies.  The ministry of CRU 
has brought many young people to Christ which is their goal. 
 
 This past spring, Elissa made two trips to Houston, TX, to help 
with Hurricane Harvey relief and helped facilitate Spring Break trips 
for students who came to help.  They worked mainly in a Cambodian 
community and their goal was to demonstrate the visual and verbal 
Gospel in action.  She also went to Indianapolis to teach and coach 
communication training.  She keeps busy with family, mentoring 
young college women, doing some speaking and just working along-
side Erick. 
 
 Erick and Elissa are not the only busy family members.   
Amanda is a senior at UW-LaCrosse and has spent the last two       
summers on mission trips to Tanzania.  Aaron is a senior in high 
school and is looking into colleges for next year and Andrew is a  
sophomore in high school and active in sports.   
 
 Some of their current prayer requests are: 

Guidance and strength for leading their teams and 
meeting the needs of the students. 

For wisdom as they begin to reach out to interna-
tional students at Marquette University. 

That God will lead many students to Himself and 
that the students would find a home away from 
home with CRU. 

 
 If you would like to send them a note or email of 
encouragement, here is their addresses. 
  3701 S. 158th St., New Berlin, WI  53151 
  erick.lettner@cru.org 

mailto:erick.lettner@cru.org


 

 Birthday 
Kim Pollock  1 
Judy Keller  1 
Mitchell McKay  4 
Travis Parpart  4 
Monty Homewood 5 
Ron Winkler  12 
Jamie Rowe  13 
Cynthia Otteson  17 
Phyllis Haupt  22 
Matt Jesse  25 
Marlene Spyros  26 
Trish Boelter  27 
Diana Padley  29 
Dan Markwardt  30 
Peter Thorpe  30 

Anniversary 
Don & Jeanne Gasser 1 
Jack & Phyllis Berry 4 
Brian & Trish Gasser 7 
 

November Celebrations 

Soon it will be time for our Annual 
Missionary Gift Offering.  This is 
our opportunity to show our    
missionary families that we       
appreciate them and love them as 
part of our church.  Watch the 
bulletin for the exact day of the 

offering and plan to give generously. 
Thank you, 
The LWEFC Mission Team 

Pizza Fundraiser  
Urbana attendees will once 
again sell Papa Murphy    
pizzas for anyone who would 
like a quick meal on Sunday, 
November 18. Pizzas can be 
ordered in the church lobby 
and will be available to pick 
up after services on Sunday, 
November 18. All proceeds 
will help reduce the cost for 
students to attend  
Urbana at the end of the 
year. 


